
7 Types of Signage Material for Durable 
Business Signs in Edmonton 

 
Edmonton businesses keep asking the same question: Which material for signs is 
durable, professional, and right for their brand? It’s a fair question. Outdoor weather 
shifts quickly here. One day you’re dealing with intense sun, and the next you’re brushing 
snow off your entryway. 
UV exposure, long winters, and heavy foot traffic all affect your business signage 
outdoors. And if you’re choosing materials for the first time or upgrading what you 
already have, it can feel like a lot of pressure. 
We hear these frustrations often. Many businesses want a sign that looks sharp, lasts, 
and reflects their brand standards, but they’re not always sure where to begin. A few 
materials look similar at first glance. Others vary in how long they hold up or how much 
care they need. 
Below are the seven most common materials for signs. We’ll break down their 
strengths, limitations, and best uses. You’ll also see how each holds up in real 
Edmonton conditions, so choosing the right one is easier. 

1. Acrylic Signs with a Clean Modern Look 
Acrylic signs are popular for businesses that want a polished, professional look. They 
are smooth, glossy, and work well with dimensional letters or standoffs. In Edmonton, 
downtown offices, tech startups, and professional lobbies often choose acrylic because 
it gives a crisp and modern finish without feeling over the top. 
Pros 

●​ Sharp premium appearance 
●​ Works well with custom shapes and colours 
●​ Lightweight compared to glass 

Cons 
●​ Can scratch if handled roughly 
●​ Needs gentle cleaning 

Best Uses 
●​ Lobby branding 



●​ Office directories 
●​ Retail interiors 
●​ Restaurant features 

Custom acrylic signs are also great if your business wants to convey a modern 
aesthetic but still needs durability for light outdoor use. They handle sunlight well and 
can be paired with backlighting or standoffs for a premium effect. 

2. Metal Signs Built for Long-Term Durability 
Metal signs are some of the most durable options for business signage outdoors. 
Edmonton winters with freeze-thaw cycles, icy winds, and temperature swings don’t 
compromise metal panels, aluminum composites, or steel cutouts. Businesses often 
choose metal for a long-lasting industrial finish that works well on storefronts and in 
business parks. 
Pros 

●​ Excellent durability 
●​ Professional appearance 
●​ Ideal for long-term exterior use 

Cons 
●​ Heavier than other materials 
●​ Requires proper mounting 

Best Uses 
●​ Exterior building signs 
●​ Dimensional letters 
●​ Industrial facilities 
●​ Long-term directional signs 

Metal signs in Edmonton are excellent if you need something that will hold up year after 
year. Powder coating or anodizing can also protect against scratches and corrosion 
while maintaining a clean, modern look. 

3. PVC Signs for Lightweight Versatile Branding 
PVC signs are lightweight and versatile. They are smooth and give a clean finish without 
being as glossy as acrylic or as heavy as metal. PVC comes in various thicknesses, 

https://www.captivatingsigns.com/custom-signs/acrylic-signs/
https://www.captivatingsigns.com/custom-signs/metal-signs/


making it useful for indoor wall displays, semi-outdoor wayfinding, or even thicker 
panels for lobby branding. 
Pros 

●​ Lightweight 
●​ Clean finish 
●​ Moisture-resistant 

Cons 
●​ Not ideal for long-term outdoor use 
●​ Can warp under extreme heat 

Best Uses 
●​ Indoor wall signs 
●​ Retail displays 
●​ Menu boards 
●​ Indoor wayfinding 

PVC is easy to cut, shape, and print on, which makes it a flexible option if you need a 
budget-conscious solution that still looks professional. It works well for temporary or 
mid-term signage, too. 

4. Vinyl Signs for Flexible High Impact Graphics 
Vinyl signs can be applied to walls, windows, floors, and vehicles. They are ideal for 
seasonal promotions, temporary graphics, or full window displays. In Edmonton, you 
often see vinyl used on Jasper Avenue and Whyte Avenue for events, sales, and 
high-visibility campaigns. 
Pros 

●​ Works on almost any surface 
●​ Great for temporary or rotating displays 
●​ High-quality printing 

Cons 
●​ Lifespan depends on location 
●​ Needs a smooth surface 

Best Uses 
●​ Window graphics 
●​ Vehicle wraps 

https://www.captivatingsigns.com/custom-signs/vinyl-signs/


●​ Banners 
●​ Wall decals 
●​ Temporary promotions 

Vinyl is great for short-term business signage outdoors because it can handle rain, sun, 
and snow for several months if installed properly. It also allows full-colour printing for 
vibrant, attention-grabbing graphics. 

5. Aluminum Signs for Lightweight, Weather-Resistant Outdoor 
Branding 
Aluminum signs are a top choice for business signage outdoors in Edmonton. 
Lightweight yet durable, aluminum panels resist rust, fading, and the freeze-thaw cycles 
common in our winters. Many storefronts, business parks, and directional signs use 
aluminum for a professional, long-lasting solution. 
Pros: 

●​ Lightweight but strong 
●​ Weather-resistant and rustproof 
●​ Smooth surface for high-quality printing 

Cons: 
●​ Can dent if hit with heavy impact 
●​ Requires secure mounting for larger panels 

Best Uses: 
●​ Outdoor storefront signs 
●​ Directional and wayfinding signs 
●​ Event or informational panels 

Aluminum works well when you need a durable, sleek sign that won’t weigh too much. It 
can also be powder-coated for extra color options and UV protection, making it ideal for 
Edmonton’s varied climate. 

6. Dibond Signs for Long-Lasting Outdoor Displays 
Dibond signs combine the durability of aluminum with a rigid, lightweight composite 
core, making them excellent for high-end outdoor business signage. They provide a 
clean, modern look and handle Edmonton’s extreme temperatures, sun, and snow with 
ease. 

https://www.captivatingsigns.com/exterior-signs/commercial-business-signs/


Pros: 
●​ Extremely durable and lightweight 
●​ Smooth, professional finish 
●​ Resistant to warping and corrosion 

Cons: 
●​ Slightly higher cost than PVC or coroplast 
●​ Requires professional installation for larger panels 

Best Uses: 
●​ High-end storefront signs 
●​ Outdoor directional signs 
●​ Permanent promotional panels 

Dibond is perfect for businesses seeking a sleek, modern aesthetic that holds up for 
years outdoors. Its rigidity and smooth surface also make it ideal for full-color printing, 
dimensional graphics, and corporate branding. 

7. Coroplast Signs for Simple, Reliable Temporary Displays 
Coroplast is a lightweight corrugated plastic material that works well for short-term and 
mid-term business signage outdoors. You often see it at construction sites, community 
events, and local festivals around Edmonton. 
Pros 

●​ Lightweight 
●​ Handles outdoor conditions fairly well 
●​ Great for repeating or rotating needs 

Cons 
●​ Not for long-term installations 
●​ Ribbed appearance 

Best Uses 
●​ Event signs 
●​ Construction signs 
●​ Temporary outdoor displays 
●​ Festival directional signs 

https://www.coropak.com/knowledge/everything-about-coroplast/


Coroplast is a cost-effective material for signs for repeated or rotating campaigns. It is 
easy to transport and install, and while it won’t last like metal or acrylic, it is excellent for 
temporary messaging or directional signage. 

 

Which Material Should You Choose? 
Choosing the right material for signs becomes much easier once you understand how 
each option performs in real spaces. Every material delivers a different look and level of 
durability, so the best fit depends on your location and brand style. 
The table below gives you a quick side-by-side view to help you spot the differences 
fast. 



Material 

  

  

Appearance 

  

  

Outdoor Lifespan in 

Edmonton 

  

  

Best For 

  

  

Acrylic 

  

  

Modern, glossy 

  

  

Medium 

  

  

Offices, retail interiors 

  

  

Metal 

  

  

Clean, durable 

  

  

Long 

  

  

Storefronts, industrial 

  

  

PVC 

  

  

Smooth, 

lightweight 

  

  

Short–medium 

  

  

Indoor branding 

  

  

Vinyl 

  

Versatile, 

printed 

  

Short–medium 

  

Windows, vehicles 

  



        

Coroplast 

  

  

Practical, 

temporary 

  

  

Short 

  

  

Events, temporary 

signs 

  

  

Factors to Consider Before Choosing Sign Material 
Before we go through acrylic signs, metal signs, foam board signs, and the other 
options, it helps to understand what actually matters. In Edmonton, these details 
directly affect how long your business signs last and how well they perform. A sign 
facing 99 Street won’t deal with the same conditions as a sign inside an office tower 
lobby, and those differences shape the material you choose. 

●​ Location & Environment – Outdoor installations deal with freezing 
temperatures, chinooks, and summer sun. Indoor installations don’t, which 
opens up more material choices. 

●​ Brand Style & Finish – Some brands want modern and clean. Others want 
rustic, handcrafted, or industrial. The material sets the tone before design 
even begins. 

●​ Lifespan Expectations – A temporary sign for an event is not the same as 
a long-term storefront installation. 

●​ Maintenance Requirements – Some materials stay sharp with a quick 
wipe-down. Others need occasional care depending on exposure. 

●​ Installation Conditions – Think about whether the material needs to be 
lightweight for interior walls or strong enough to bolt onto exterior 
surfaces. 



 

Practical Tips for Choosing the Material That Works Best 
Based on our experience guiding Edmonton businesses, here are a few things to keep in 
mind: 

Match the material to your location 
Outdoor signs near busy streets or storefronts need materials that can handle sun, 
snow, and wind. Indoor lobby signs can be more design-focused and let you get creative 
with finishes. 



Think about your brand personality 
Are you going for bold and modern? Warm and handcrafted? Minimal and polished? The 
material sets the tone before your colours or fonts even come into play. 

Consider how long the sign needs to last 
Short-term? Flexible materials like vinyl or coroplast work well. Long-term? Metal is 
more reliable in Edmonton’s weather. 

Don’t forget maintenance 
Some materials only need an occasional wipe-down. Others, especially outdoors, might 
require minor upkeep to keep them looking sharp year-round. 

Your Outdoor Sign Material Durability Guide for Edmonton Businesses 
Selecting the right material for signs shapes how customers see your business long 
before they walk through your doors. A thoughtful material choice strengthens your 
branding, improves visibility, and helps your business signs handle Edmonton’s weather 
and foot traffic without issues. 
If you’d like guidance choosing materials, reviewing samples, or planning your layout, 
our team can walk you through the process at your pace. Our simple plan: consult with 
us, review material samples and design options, and install your new sign with care. 
If you want signage that reflects your brand and stands strong in Edmonton’s 
conditions, contact 3Sixty Sign Solutions today to schedule a consultation. 
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